PART ii: 1749-62

ous editions of it in London, beside those of Ireland and Scot-
land.

1751  : ^ETAT. 42.] - In 1751 we are to consider him as
carrying on both his Dictionary and Rambler.
Though Johnson's circumstances were at this time far
from being easy, his humane and charitable disposition was
constantly exerting itself. Mrs Anna Williams, daughter of a
very ingenious Welsh physician, and a woman of more than
ordinary talents *nd literature, having come to London in
hopes of being cured of a cataract in both her eyes, which
afterwards ended in total blindness, was kindly received as a
constant visitor at his house while Mrs Johnson lived; and
after her death, having come under his roof in order to have
an operation upon her eyes performed with more comfort
to her than in lodgings, she had an apartment from him
during the rest of her life, at all times when he had a house.2
1752 : /ETAT. 43.] - In 1752 he was almost entirely occupied
with his Dictionary. The last paper of his Rambler was pub-
lished March 2, this year; after which, there was a cessation
for some time of any exertion of his talents as an essayist.
That there should be a suspension of his literary labours
during a part of the year 1752, will not seem strange, when
it is considered that soon after closing his Rambler, he suf-
fered a loss which, there can be no doubt, affected him with
the deepest distress. For on the i7th of March, his wife died.
Why Sir John Hawkins should unwarrantably take upon
him even to suppose that Johnson's fondness for her was
dissembled (meaning simulated or assumed,) and to assert,
that if it was not the case, 'it was a lesson he had learned by
rote,' I cannot conceive; unless it proceeded from a want of
similar feelings in his own breast. To argue from her being
much older than Johnson, or any other circumstances, that
he could not really love her, is absurd.
That his love for his wife was of the most ardent kind, and,
during the long period of fifty years, was unimpaired by the
lapse of time, is evident from various passages in the series of
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